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IRHAõs Bill to Expand Graduate Loan Repayment to Rural 

Providers Sent to Governor 

SB 3017 passed the House and Senate unanimously and is now waiting 
Governor Pritzkerôs signature.  The legislation will expand the Underserved 
Physician Workforce Act to allow Physician Assistants and Advanced Practice 
Nurses to qualify for loan repayment for their advanced degrees,  if they practice in a 
designated shortage areas for at least two years.  The legislation also expands the list 
of qualifying employers to include privately owned Rural Health Clinics and 
hospitals, as long as they take Medicaid, Medicare, the Stateôs Childrenôs Health 
Insurance Program, private insurance and self-pay. Government owned and non-
profit facilities already qualified as employers under the current program. See full 
text of SB 3017 Illinois General Assembly - Full Text of SB3017 (ilga.gov) 

The impetus for the bill came 
out of the Rural OB Shortage Virtual 
Forum, IRHA hosted for legislators 
with ICAHN last August, to discuss the 
challenges and possible solutions to 
attracting more providers . After 
additional research by IRHA, we 
realized that the current loan repayment 
program in the Underserved Physician 
Workforce Act, was being implemented 
in too restrictive of a manner, by not 
allowing privately owned Rural Health 
Clinics as well as Mid-Levels to 
qualify.   

               IRHA would like to give a 
special thanks to our sponsors Sen Doris 
Turner (D-Springfield) and Rep Lance 
Yednock (D-Ottawa) for spearheading 
this through the General Assembly and 
for the overwhelming bi-partisan support we received from legislators statewide, 
who co-sponsored the bill including  Senators Jacqueline Collins (D-Chicago), 
David Koehler (D-Peoria), John Connor (D-Romeoville), Adriane Johnson (D-
Buffalo Grove), Robert Peters (D-Chicago), Dave Syverson (R-Rockford), Sally 
Turner (R-Bloomington), Karina Villa (D-Aurora), and Laura Murphy (D-Des 
Plaines) and Representatives Randy Frese (R-Quincy), Dave Severin (R-Benton ), 
Sue Scherer (D-Decatur), Deb Conroy (D-Villa Park), LaToya Greenwood (D-East 
St. Louis) , Dave Vella (D-Rockford) and Barb Hernandez (D-Aurora).  

SB 3017ôs Chief House Sponsor Rep. 

Lance Yednock (D-Ottawa),  IRHA 

Executive Director Margaret Vaughn, 

and Chief Senate Sponsor Doris Turner 

(D-Springfield) at the Statehouse.  

http://www.ilruralhealth.org/event-4701301
https://www.ilga.gov/legislation/fulltext.asp?DocName=10200SB3017enr&SessionID=110&GA=102&DocTypeID=SB&DocNum=3017&SpecSess=&Session=&print=true
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Illinoisõ Contributions to National Rural Health Association  

Conference in  Albuquerque 
 

 Diane Potts, IRHA President Elect just returned from the 45th Annual National Rural Health 

Associationôs Conference held May 10-13 in Albuquerque, New Mexico.  While there were some sessions 

available for virtual attendees, it was great to have the nationôs largest gathering of rural health professionals 

back together in person.  Several of the sessions were presented by Illinois experts. 

Presentation:  Programs to Reduce Cardiovascular Disease Risk in Rural Settings 

This session shared and discussed results from the 3-year implementation of programs / two projects funded 

by HRSAôs Federal Office of Rural Health Policyôs Health Improvement Special Project (HISP) outreach 

programs created to address cardiovascular disease (CVD) risk in rural communities.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rural Maternal Health 

Presentation:  Structured Training for the Rural Enhancement of Community Health in 

Obstetrics:  STRETCH-OB 

Pictured:  Karen Liao, MD, Clinical Assistant 

Professor & Associate Program Director, 

University of Illinois College of Medicine 

Rockford 

Descriptor:  The STRETCH-OB program is a five-year 

program funded by the U.S. Department of Health and 

Human Services, Health Resources and Services 

Administration (USDHHS/HRSA), Primary Care 

Training and Enhancement-Community Prevention and 

Maternal Health grant to reduce poor maternal and birth 

outcomes in rural and underserved areas by increasing the 

number of family medicine physicians with high-quality, 

evidence-based obstetrical skills who practice in such 

areas. (Continued on page 4.) 

IL RURAL HEALTH ASSOCIATION  

Pictured:  

Manorama Khare, PhD, MS, University of 

Illinois College of Medicine Rockford, 

Research Associate Professor 

Katherine Lloyd, MPH, Federal Office of 

Rural Health Policy Public Health Analyst 

Donna Norkoli, BS, NCHES, District Health 

Department #10, Health Planner 
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